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Quick," adding " that he had never seen a thick

base to any hedfje made with this plant." T his

no doubt was owing to the fact that the plants
were not pruned to within a foot or 15 inches of

the ground the first year after planting, as

recommended by me on p. 29. Or it may have
Tbetn caused by the plants having been cut down
as soon as planted, in order not to waste time.

H. W. Ward.

THE EVESHAM GARDENERS' FRENCH TRIP :

WILL IT BEAR FRUIT ?—Some of the older of the

Evesham gardeners have expressed themselves as

very doubtful of the result of trying to force

Lettuce after the French method in Evesham,
and point out that as many as twenty years ago
they tried to force Lettuce under the bell-glasses

is done near Paris. But they forget that they
did not try the right variety, and it is pretty

certain that they did not prepare the seed-bed as

the Frenchman does. Everything depends upon
that work being properly performed. Then it is

claimed that the atmosphere in the valley of the
Avon is too humid, and that the plants will damp
off. The remedy for that is care and attention in

the ventilation of the frames and cloches. The
diiEculty of obtaining manure is probably more
imaginary than real ; it can be bought in Bir-

mingham at a reasonable figure, and the railway

companies are certain to grant special rates, for

they already carry manure from London 108 miles

into a fruit-growing district for 4s. 6d. a ton. They
would be sure to do the same for Evesham if

properly approached, and that would bring the cost

of the manure up to about Gs. a ton. Would the
Lettucetellif grown? is also asked; andthe answer
to that is, that the Frenchman with expenses
heavier than those of the Evesham grower can send
to Covent Garden and pay a freight of 80s. as

against the Evesham man's 25s., and still make a
handsome profit. The experiment is to be made.
In a week or so the retired gardener who con-

ducted the Evesham men through the Vitry and
Ivry gardens will be in Evesham for the purpose
of giving demonstrations of how the Frenchman
sets to work. It is hoped that he will be accom-
panied by another gardener, who is likely to

remain in the district for at least two yeais, for a
very large firm of growers are negotiating with a
man to take an engagement for that period. We
shall see what we shall see. Within the last few
weeks a large number of glasshouses have betn
built close to Evesham, and from this it is

evident that some of the younger generation of

gardeners realise the importance of branching
out in a fresh direction. It has always been a
source of surprise that in this fertile valley so

little use was made of glass, but this is now fast

disappearing. Perhaps in no branch of their work
do the Evesham men need instruction so much as

in the packing and grading of their frnit and
vegetables. Of recent years there has been a
steady improvement in this direction, and less is

heard of the pernicious and injurious habit of
** topping," for which the district held an unenviable
notoriety, but there is still need for great im-
provement. A case bearing on the necessity of

grading fruit occupied Judge Ingham and a jury
for some hours on Saturday last. A gardener
and dealer, of Hampton, near Evesham, sued
a firm of brokers of Covent Garden for

jE39 2s. lOd. for breach of contract in the pur-
chase of 300 "pots " of Blenheim Apples at 5s. a
pot, the damages representing the difference

between the contract price and what plaintiff

realised when defendants refused to accept
delivery. The contract was not disputed, and in

it defendants contracted to buy 300 pots of best
Blenheims at 5s. a pot, all the small to be sorted
out. Two consignments of Apples were sent, and
both were refused on the ground that there were
a large proportion of seconds included. The
difficulty with regard to the first consignment
was adjusted, but when the second lot arrived
the defendants refused to accept any more,
so plaintiff had to sell the Apples as best
he could. It was suggested on behalf of

plaintiff that defendants found that they
had bought the Apples very dear, and wanted to

get out of the deal. A sample of the second con-
signment was produced by defendants, and a lot

of expert evidence called, the consensus of opinion
on that side being that the sample contained a
large proportion of seconds, and that the test

were not very special. For the plaintiff evidence
was called to the effect that the fruit was sorted,

and that only best Blenheims were sent. After

a very long hearing the Judge summed up in the

following words; "The only question I shall ask

the jury is; 'Were the Apples which were re-

jected best Apples from which all the small had
been sorted out? You have heard the expert

evidence and you have seen the Apples. It is

for you to decide the question.' " The jury after

some consultation answered the question in the

negative, but intimated that they would like to

make a remark. This, however, they were not
allowed to do. Judgment was accordingly entered

for defendants with costs. The defendants had
entered a counter-claim, but withdrew it with the

exception of one item, 8s. 6d. for three empties,

which was admitted, and for which judgment for

them was entered. S.

EARLY AND LATE PEACHES. — In reply

to "L.," Isle of Wight, on page 61, in my
opinion the best early varieties of Peaches are

Alexander, Waterloo, Amsden June, and Hale's

Early. These four varieties ripen in very close

succession—so close indeed, that the second and
third mentioned could well be dispensed with in

gardens where space is limited. The best late

varieties of Peaches are Crimson Galande,

Princess of Wales, and Sea Eagle. If "L. " has

room only, for say six Peach trees, I should
recommend the following varieties;— Alexander,

Hale's Early, Early Grosse Mignonne, Violette

Hative, Crimson Galande, and Sea Eagle, which
are all excellent varieties in every respect, being

good growers and free bearers of fine, handsome
fruits which colour well and are of excellent

flavour when well ripened. If space would
permit of three more trees being planted in the

cool-house referred to. Early Rivers, Lord Napier,

and Pine-apple Nectarines would yield a fairly

good succession of large, handsome friiits of

good quality. H. W. Ward.

CHRYSANTHEMUMS TltD DOWN.—The illus-

tration of " tied down " Chrysanthemums on
p. 53 is perhaps, from a pictural point of view,

rather taking, but I imagine few gardeners will

attempt to copy Mr. W. C. Smith in his delicate

and (to me) very painful task of destroying the

natural beauty of habit that each variety pos-

sesses, besides rendering the flowers useless for

cut purposes. It would be much better to select

dwarf-growing kinds, of which there is an abund-
ance of varieties, for the purpose. It cuttings be

taken from the top growths at the end of May,
and the plants grown on in 5 or 0-inch pots, they
will make admirable subjects for placing on the

front row of the stage, attaining a height of about
15 inches. Assuming that the Chrysanthemums
are grown as bush plants, they should not be of

the height mentioned, 5 to 7 feet being far too

tall. Your correspondent does not state that his

plants are grown as bush plants, but I infer this

from the number of plants grown in each pot, and
from the photograph of the distorted plants on
the front stage. A. Jefferies, Moor Hall Oardens,

Essex.

CEDRUS DEODARA ALBA SPICA (see p. 59).—
Our trees of the above variety of Cedar are all

of pyramidal shape, and each has a good leading

shoot. I recently saw about fifty trees growing in

a nursery, but did not notice one of spreading
habit. Are Mr. Harris's trees much exposed to

strong winds ? C. Page, Dropmore Gardens,

APPLE LANE'S PRINCE ALBERT.—Here in Co.

Kilkenny this Apple is very satisfactory ; in fact,

were I limited to one variety I should grow Lane's

Prince Albert. With regard to its cropping
capabilities, my experience is that young trees

(on both the Crab and Paradise stocks) generally

crop so heavily that if not severely thinned the

fruits would eventually weaken the trees. Young
trees never fail to carry a crop. The fruits

develop an excellent colour for the variety, in

proof of which I may say that at Dublin fruit

show, held in October under the auspices of the

Department of Agriculture, we were placed 1st in a

class in which there were fifty-three competitors,

and were 1st also at Belfast in November. The
fruits do not keep well so late as March, but at

present they are good and firm, and are very good
eating even uncooked. The variety has been largely

planted in this district during the last two years,,

under the direction of the Department of Agri-
culture, and I do not know any variety likely to-

give better returns. Bismarck is another variety

that is proving satisfactory in these gardens,

making healthy growth and cropping exceedingly-

well. I may say the soil here is of a warm, light

nature. J. G. JF., Uesslorough. [Our corre-

spondent sent excellent specimens of both varieties.

Ed.]

I have found this Apple to be by far the-

most certain cropper, surpassing in this respect

both Newton Wonder and Alfriston. The latter

variety does not finish well here, and consequently
shrivels with keeping. I find Newton Wonder-
keeps for the longest period, while Lane's Prince-

Albert keeps well to the end of February. I

should certainly adyise growers in this district tc*

plant the variety, as it is a sure cropper, ffeo.

Ellis, Nidd Hall Garderts, Ripley, Torks.

Mr. Thomas Salsbury in a recent issue-

asked for growers' opinions of that excellent

Apple Lane's Prince Albert. We have no hesita-

tion in saying that in our opinion it has no equal,

its croppin g capabilities are not comparable with
those of any other culinary Apple, and with regard

to its colour and appearance we saw several tons-

of this Apple almost as highly coloured as that

grand dessert variety Worcester Pearmain.
Bramley's Seedling runs it very close in cropping:

capabilities, but in weight we find Lane's Prince-

Albert far ahead. A small fruit of the latter-

variety will turn the scale at J lb., and wiU keep-

in condition till the end of March, being now in

as good condition as when picked. No doubt
your correspondent picked his fruits before they

were ready for gathering. Mr. Nye, Manager,,

jyalpole Orchard Co., Walpole, Wisbech.

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. -.Hjiiannct for 1905, froiiv

Messrs. Keut A Brjdou, Darhiigton.—A Pocket-book..

from Messrs. Bakers, nurseryiueu, Wolverliampton
and Codsall. -Nova Scotia : Proviticiul Uovcriiment Crtij^-

Jieport, November, 1904. Tlie whole season proved un-
favourable to growth in many parts of the Province, hut

the failure is not serious enough to discourage the
hopes of the farmers for the future. — Cassetl's Popular
Gardt'nvig.— The Faraway House .Tournal, .January. This
is the Journal of tlie Students of Iho Electrical, Stan-
dardizing. Testing, and Training Institution in Charing
Cross Rodd.— The Ha)iana in llawaii. By J. E. Higgins-
From the Hawaii Agricultural Experiment Station.

-

Bulletin No. 7.— The Koual Gardeji Diarii and Dailir

Kcmcmbrancer for 1905. From Messrs. W. Wood & Son,
Wood Green, Loudon.—Jjidex Semiiium in liortis musa
Parisiensis, anno 1904 Colleclornin (Seed-list from Ihe
Natural History Museum, Jardin des Plantes, Rue
Cuvicr, Paris).—From the University of Illinois Agri-

cultural Experiment Station. Circular No. 82 : TItc

J'/ii/ficai Improvement oj Soils (with special reference to

the value ot oiganic matter, by J. G. Mosier
,
and Bul-

letin No. 95 ; The More Pmportant Insect Injuries to Indian-

Corn, by S. A. Forbes.

NEW OR NOTEWORTHY PLANTS.

CYPEIPEDIUM GRATRIXI ANUM;
(Sect. PAPHIOPEDILUM), Hoet. SANDER,

Undek this name Messrs. Sander & Son, ot

St. Albans, exhibited as anew species theplanthere-

illustrated (fig. 35). The flowers have so much of

the appearance of those of some forms of C. insigne

or of C. exul, if that be considered as distinct,

that its position as a separate species is a matter

of opinion, but the habit is different, and we are-

told that the leaves are broader than in any form,

of C. exul. The plant is tufted, the leaves 20 cent,

long, 4 cent, wide, coriaceous, glabrous, linear-

oblong, channelled in the middle of the upper-

surfac?, midrib prominent beneath, tapering to the

base, where they are sharply folded and purple-

spotted. Apex rounded, minutely notched. Tlie-

flowers measure 11—12 cent, across at their

widest expansion, and are borne on a scape-

which is covered near the top with fine purplish

hairs. Bract oblong lanceolate, purple-dotted,

conduplicate, rather shorter than the three-sided,,

three-ridged ovary. Standard broadly obovate

undulate, puberulous on the outer surface, con-

tracted birt not recurved at the base
;
greenish

at the base and for two-thirds of its length

;

upper portion and margins porcelain - white,,

the whole studded with rather large, nearly
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circular purple spot?. Lower sepal about half the

size of the upper one, shorter than or very slightly

exceeding the length of the lip, oblong, greenish

with a few purplish dots; lateral petals spread-

shining projecting boss near the apex. The most

striking differences between this plant and

C. exul are to be found in the habit, foliage, and

in the standard, which tapers to the base, and

©bituarp.
John Kitley.—We regret to have tc

announce the death of Mr. John Kitley, for the

Cj/^^f^pcHRgr'

Fig. 35.

—

CYPRIPEDIUM (§ P.VPIIIOPEDILU.M) GRlTKtXlANU.M (HORT. SANDER).

Flowers greenish-yellow, dorsal sepal porcelain-white above, purple-spotted

ing, slightly incurved, oblong - spatulate, wavy
at the margins, pale greenish - brown, and
shining ; lip of a similar but deeper colour, with
a shell-like convolute prolongation on either side ;

column slightly hairy at the base ; staminode
roundish, flattened, yellowish, villosulous, with a

in the side-lobes of the lip, which are more
prolonged. The plant is a native of Annam.
The drawing was made in the nursery of

Messrs. Sander, and the description was drawn
up from a specimen kindly furnished by those

gentlemen. M T. M.

past few years manager to the Orchard Company,

Ltd., Scotby, Cirlisle. Mr. Kitley w.-n well

known as a praoticil horticulturist, and wj? will

versed in Agriculture and Forestry. For raiaf

years ho managed the extensive estates of EjtUl,"-

murchus, Inverness-shire, removing from there t«


