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Paphiopedilum delicatum sp. nov., a new orchid

from central Vietnam
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( Shenzhen City Wutongshan Nurseries, Shenzhen 518114)

Key words  Paphiopedilum delicatum Z. J. Liu et J. Y. Zhang; New species; Vietnam
KA IR R B

FESFFRE— K UIR = R, A Y WE RS R B R
R B MR, R R AT MR TR 22 A BN 5E 22 Paphiopedilum barbigerum
Tang et Wang FIIGIETE2E Paph. helenae Averyanov,{EEHEH HEH BH AR, /T2 E
AR, HREIRS.5~7 em; B8 R RA, RREMCPEAM 172~ 3/5, BRRLIEAE
i EMATE RTARTE . MM MNEER3~3.5n, EREGE BRRA.CEH
KT EMAEREA TR P L — AR O, S ERRE TS H 45,7
L PABIBNTE , T 1 om, IEERHIE , B 5 X 51 F E5R B4 Fh

GERE HH E1

Paphiopedilum delicatom Z. J. Liu et J. Y. Zhang, sp. nov. Fig. 1

Species nova Paphiopedilo helenae proxima, sed flore ex purpureo-rubro flavido-virello { non
omnino flave), petalis anguste obovatis (nec linearibus nec late linearibus) 1 cm latis bene differt.

Planta parva. Folia 2~3, 8 ~12.5 cm longa, 8 ~ 16 mm lata, acuta et inaequaliter bifida,
non tessellata, supra viridia, infra pallidiora et prope basin purpurello-punctulata, basi conduplica-
to-petiolata. Scapus erecto-patens, cum flore 10 cm longus, viridis, atropurpureo-pubescens, uni-
florus ; bractea late ovata, 1.3 cm longa, 1.2 em lata, incurvata, dorso prope basin et secus costam
puberula, ciliata; pedicellus cum ovario 2.9 cm longus, atropurpureo-pubescens; flos 3~3.5 cm
in diam. ; sepalum dorsale late ellipticum, 2.5 e¢m longum, 2 cm latum, apice emarginatum, virel-
lum, dorso purpureo-puberulum et dimidio inferiore secus costam purpureo-rubrum, minute cilia-
tum; synsepalum late ellipticum, 2.2 cm longum, 1.7 em latum, flavido-virellum, dorso puberu-
lum, apice obtusum; petala anguste obovata, 3.1 cm longa, 1 cm lata, versus basin gradatim an-
gustata, costa et latere supra costarn purpureo-rubra, latere infra costam flavido-virella, basi ventrali
purpureo-villosa, minute ciliata prope apicem; labellum galeiformi-saccatum, cum basi stipitata 1.3
cm longa 2.5 ¢m longum, 1.3 cm latum, extus ex purpureo-rubro flavido-virellum; staminodium el-
lipticum, 9 mm longum, 7 mm latum, flavido-virellum, ad centrum callo umbilicato profunde viridi
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Fig.1 Paphiopedilum delicatum Z. J. LivetJ. Y. Zhang 1. Flowering plant; 2. Leaf; 3. Scape;
4. Dorsal sepal (back view); 5. Synsepal; 6. Petal; 7. Llp; 8. Staminode.

praeditum.
Vietnam (#275): Middle part (F1#8), without precise locality (FEI¥ATHIA), 2000-09-
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21, Z. J. Liu (X448 ) 20920 (holotype, in Herbarium, Shenzhen City Wutongshan Nurseries ™ ,
here designated) .
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During a trip to southern Yunnan early this year, several plants of Paphiopedilum were bought
and then cultivated in our nursery. It was told that these plants were collected from the middle part
of Vietnam, At a first glance, they looked similar to Paphiopedilum barbigerum Tang et Wang and
Paph . helenae Averyanov, but a careful investigation showed that they can be easily distinguished
from the later. Paph . barbigerum has a much larger flower up 10 5.5 ~ 7 cm across, and its synse-
pal is nearly 1/2 ~ 3/5 as broad as the dorsal sepal, while in this species the flower is 3 ~3.5 cm
across and the synsepal is nearly 4/5 as broad as its dorsal sepal. Paph . helenae is a recently de-
scribed species with a purely yellow flower and linear or broadly linear petals, from which the new
species differs by having yellowish-greenish flower tinged with purple-red and narrowly obovate petals
up to 1 em wide.
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