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Paphiopedilum singchii sp. nov., an addition to the subgenus

Brachypetalum of Paphiopedilum ( Orchidaceae)

LIU Zhong-Jian =~ ZHANG Jian-Yong
( Shenzhen Cizy Wastongshan Nusseries ,Shenzhen 518114)

Abstract  Paphiopedilum singchii Z. J. Liu et J. Y. Zhang is described based on two flowering
plants cultivated in the Shenzhen City Wutongshan Nurseries. It was said that the plants were col-
lected from southem Yunnan.
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Paphiopedilum singchii Z. J. Liu et J.Y. Zhang, sp. nov. Fig1:1~5

Species nova Paphiopedilo emersonii affinis, sed foliis majoribus, 12 ~ 28 cm longis, 3.5 ~
5.9 cm latis, flore flavido, aromatico, ad 11 ~ 14 em in diam. , petalis basi ventrali dense albo-vil-
losis, staminodio late obovato-semiorhiculato, subplano, latiore plus minusve quam longiore, supra
transversim purpureo-striato bene differt.

Folia plerumque 5, anguste oblonga vel elliptica, 12 ~ 18 em longa, 3.5 ~ 5.9 cm lata, apice
obtusa, supra profunde viridia, nitida, non tessellata, infra pallide viridia et carinata, basi in peti-
olum conduplicatum purpureo-ciliatum contracta. Scapus suberectus vel leviter arcuatus, 13 ~ 25 cm
longus, flavido-virellus, interdum minute purpureo-punctatus, dense albo-pubescens, basi univagi-
natus, apice uniflorus; vagina amplexicaulis, anguste ovato-elliptica, 4.5 ~ 6 cm longa, 2.5~ 3
cm lata, virello-flavida et minute purpurello-punctata, exius puberula, minute ciliata; bractea 1 an-
guste elliptica, 3.2 ~4 cm longa, 2 ~ 2.5 cm lata, amplexicaulis, virello-flavida et minute pur-
purello-punctata, extus puberula, minute ciliata; pedicellus cum ovario 3 ~ 4.5 cm longus, vindis
et minute purpurello-punctatus, dense puberulus; flos magnus, ad 11 ~ 14 ¢m in diam. , aromatic-
us, praeter petala basi purpurello-rubella, labellum ad infimum interiocrem purpureo-punctatum et
staminodium supra transversaliter purpureo-striatum, flavidus et obscure virello-dictyophlebius; se-
palum dorsale ellipticum vel late ovato-ellipicum, 4.8 ~ 6.2 cm longum, 3 ~ 4.6 cm latum,
acutum, utrinque puberulum, dorso carinatum, minute ciliatum; synsepalum late ellipticum, 4.8 ~
6.4 cm longum, 3.6~ 5.7 c¢m latum, apice obtusum et minute bifidum, dorso obscure bicarina-
tum, utrinque puberulum, minute ciliatum; petala late obovato-elliptica, leviter obliqua, 5.5~7.3
cm longa, 3.5~ 6.4 cm lata, obtusa, utrinque puberula, minute ciliata, basi ventrali densealbo-
villosa; labellum ellipsoideo-saccatum, 4 ~ 5 cm longum, 2.7 ~ 4 ¢m latum, 2.6 ~3.7 cm in pro-
funditate, extus glabrum, ad basin interiorem dense villosum, ore subelliptico 1.3 ~ 1.7 cm lato
margine induplicato; staminodium late obovato-semiorbiculatum, subplanum, deorsum-flexum,
1.6 ~2.1 cm longum prope basin 1.8 ~ 2.2 c¢m latum, apice subrotundatum, basi abrupte cuneato-
contractum.

China. Southern Yunnan (=R 55)7,2000-07-12. Z. J. Liu{X|{f{#)2501 holotype,
in Herbarium, Shenzhen City Wutongshan Nurseries) .
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Paphiopedilum singchii Z. J. Liuet J. Y. Zhang 1. Flowering plant; 2. Bract and ovary;
3. Dorsal sepal, synsepal snd petal, front view; 4. Lips 5. Staminode.
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In the present paper a new orchid, Paphiopedilum singchii Z. J. Lin et J. Y. Zhang, is de-
scribed based on two flowering plants, which were transplanted from a nursery in southern Yunnan to
our nursery. It was said that the plants were collected from a mountain bordering Vietnam.

This new species possesses 5 ~ 8 leaves not tessellated and a fragrant flower up to 11 ~ 14 cm
across. At first glance its yellowish flower is a little similar to that of Paphiopedilum armeniacum S.
C. Chen et F. Y. Liu, but on a closer examination it is more related to P. emersonii Koopowitz et
Cribb, a white-flowered species found in southem Guizhou and northemn Guangxi. In addition to the
flower colour and size, the new species differs from P. emersonii by having broadly obovate-elliptic
petals with densely long hairs at ventral base and a nearly plane, broadly obovate-semiorbicular sta-
minode with many purple transverse stripes on its upper surface. This is indeed a charming species
and also an important addition to the subgenus Brachypetalum of Paphiopedilum .

This new species was named after Professor Chen Sing-Chi, a famous orchidologist in China.
He is now the president of the Orchid Society of China, and has won wide recognition in the field of
Chinese orchidology.
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