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Tas. 8126.
PAPHIOPEDILUM vILLOSUM, var. ANNAMENSE.

Annam.

ORCHIDACEAE. Tribe CYPRIPEDIEAE.

PapuiorEpInuM, Pfitzer Morphol. Stud. Orchideenbl. p. 11 (ex parte) ; Rolfe in
Orch. Rev. 1896, p. 363 (char. restrict.) ; Benth. et Hook. f. Gen. Plant, vol.
iii. p. 635 (Cypripedium, § Coriaceae).

Paphiopedilum villosum, Pfilzer, var. annamense, [Rolfe (nov. var.); a
typo foliis longioribus et angustioribus, sepalo postico gilvo et disco viridi
atropurpureo-fasciato ditfert.

Herba caespitosa. Folia suberecta vel arcuata, lineari-oblonga, bidentata,
coriacea, 20-40 cm. longa, 2-2'5 cm. lata, saturate viridia, basi brunneo-
maculata. Secapus validus, erectus, villosus, 15-25 em. altus, viridis,
brunneo-maculatus, uniflorus. Bracteae elliptico-oblongae, subobtusae,
conduplicatae, circa 4 cm. longae. Flores ampli. Ovarium villosissimum.
Sepalwm posticum erectum, obovato-orbiculare, obtusum, ciliolatum, mar-
gine prope apicem incurvum, apud basin recarvum, eirca 4'5 cm. longum,
gilvam, disco viride atroparpureo-fasciatum. Pefala divaricata, obovato-
oblonga, obtusa, ciliolata, laeviter nudulata, circa 6 cm. longa, pallide
flava, brunneo-fasciata. ZLabellum calceiforme, circa 4 em. longum, ore
dilatatum, flavam, fronte brunneo-suffusum, lobi laterales rostrati.
Colwmna parce villosa ; staminodinm orbiculari-ellipticum, subconcavum,
circa 1'5 em. longum, apice tridentatum, basi bilobum, medio papilla

erecta 1nstructum.

The typical form of Paphiopedilum villosum, Pfitzer, is a
native of Burma, which was discovered and introduced to
cultivation over half a century ago, and for a long period
has been one of the most popular winter-flowering species
of the genus. A somewhat different form has now ap-
peared, having been sent from Annam by Mr. W. Micho-
litz, when collecting there for Messrs. Sander & Sons. A
plant in flower was presented to Kew by the importers
about a year ago, from which the annexed plate was pre-
pared, and owing to the longer, narrower and more erect
leaves, together with a marked difference in the colour of
the dorsal sepal, it was proposed to distinguish it as above.
A plant exhibited at a meeting of the Royal Horticultural
Society last March by Messrs. Sander possessed the same
peculiarity, and we understand that it applies to the whole
importation. Indeed, when out of flower, 1t was taken
for something quite different. It appears to be a distinct
oeographical form, but in the present state of our know-
ledge it seems best to accord it varietal rank only. These

MarcH 1st, 1907.



Annamese importations have proved surprisingly rich in
novelties, and there are other geographical problems on
which they may throw licht when the results are better
known.

Descr.—A dwarf tufted herb, about a foot high. Leawves
erect or arching, linear-oblong, bidentate at the apex,
coriaceous, 3—16 1in. long, nearly an inch broad, dull green,
spotted with brown at the conduplicate base. Scape
stout, erect, villous, 6-10 in. high, green, spotted with
brown, one-flowered. Bracts elliptic-oblong, subobtuse,
conduplicate, over 1% in. long. Flowers large. Ovary
shaggy.  Upper sepal erect, obovate-orbicular, obtuse,
shghtly cihate, nearly 2 in. long, with the margin some-
what 1ncurved at the apex and recurved at the base,
cream-coloured, veined and suffused with dark purple on
the dise, which 1s slightly margined with green; lower
eliptic-oblong, acute, about as long as the lip. FPetals
spreading, obovate-oblong, obtuse, ciliolate, slightly un-
dulate, about 2% in. long, light yellow, veined and re-
ticulated with brown. Lip slipper-shaped, about 1% in.
long, yellow, suffused with brown in front, mouth some-
what dilated, side lobes nearly 1 in. long. Column some-
what villous; staminode orbicular-elliptic, 4 in. long,
somewhat concave, tridentate at the apex, bilobed at the

base, and with an erect fleshy tooth in the centre.—
R. A. RoLFE.

Fig. 1, column, showing stamens, staminode, and stigma ; 2, the whole
plant :—1, enlarged, 2, much reduced.



