June

25,

1881.)

THE

GARDENERS' CHRONICLE
^

Hdustratctr

^Beefelg

fountal

OF

Horticulture and Allied

VOL.

Subjects.

XV.-NEW SERIES.

JANUARY

TO

JUNE,

1881

LONDON:
41,

WELLINGTON STEEET, COVENT GAEDEN,
1881.

W.C.

THE

GARDENERS'. CHRONICL
1841.

C6tal)lifii)eti
No. 386.-VOL.

SATURDAY, MAY

XV.jsK'if^ES.}

CONTENTS.
Abies concolor
Acriopsis indica
Aciides Leeanum
Amaryllis vitiata
Arnebia echioidcs

.

new

A/aleas,
ilauhinia corymbosa
removal
IJcech, purple,

Lawns

Lupinus nootkaensis

660
656
656
6ng
06 7
666
666

Mat:;nolia

..

Manures,

artificial

Maxillaiia fractiflexa

Mimulus
Myosotis

668
669
658
656
670
670
668
661

..

..

dissitiflora

Callixene polyph^ Ila
Canadian noles
Caitleya ciirina

666
6<^9

rupicola
,.
Orchids. Mr. Bull's
Peel Park, Manchester .. 670
Pelargoniums, tricolor, &c. (6)
Phlox divaricata
668
Plants, new garden
656
Populus euphraiica
667
Potato disease
,
..
668
Primula luieola ..
669
scotica
668
,,
Pyrus japonica
.
670
Kampious
£69

.

662

Ranunculus

a valuable

.

6-12

ofa

f..

664

-.

.

Davisii

Begonia

fiorc-

plcna siipeiba
IJongardia Rauwolfii
llooks. noiices of
Bougainvitlea speciosa

C-io

.

..

.

Bonvardia,
Briiish

tlie

..

.

Guiana

..

=

.

,,

Colonial notes
Cuckoo, the

I

7

.

Reduction

Dendrobium densiflorum
Falconer!

.

Wardianum

Drimys Winter!
Earlhworms

..

Ferghana, vegetation of
Flowers, hardy

.

Forget-me-nots .,
Fritillaria oxypetala
Gardeners" Royal Benevolent Institution

Garden operations
Goobeberry caterpillars

.

Hard-wooded plants
Hedera helix madeirensis
variegata

gardens

in

Rhododendron callophylluin

667
663

Rose shade, a
Sans Souci, notes from ..
Sauromatum guttatum ..
Scolopendrium Kelwayi

656
662
662
662
666
666
6S5
668
669
666

65<i

667
668
663

Sium Helenianum
Societies

:

Dundee

Horticultural
Edinburgh Botanical ..
Scottish Horticultural
Solanums in leaf-mould ..

Stauntonia
Tulip, the

latifotia

672
671
671
670
658
660
666
667
664
669
673
660

..

florist's

Viburnum plicatum
Vme growing at Lambton

668
663
665
666

Vines, on syrmging
Vineries, unhealed

Weather, the
Winter of 1S79-80

656

;
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FINES f

&c., comprising the very best dwarf
evergreen kinds, (juality not to be surpassed, is, per pound, 20s.
per bushel
3 to 4 bushels required per acre.
;

RICHARD SMITH and CO.,
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Election of Fellows, &c, at 3 P.M., on

General Meeting

;

for the

TUESDAY next, May 24.

FLOWERS,

N.B.— An Exhibition of Choice
&c., will be
held in connection with the Meetings of the Fruit and Floral
Committees in the Conservatory.
Band o( the Royal Horse Guards from 4 o'CIock p.m.
ts.

BOTANIC

SOCIETY,

SUMMER EXHIBITIONS

LAPAGERIA ROSEA,

WEDNESDAYS, May

7J. 6rf.

all particulars,

may

be obtained

Tricolor Bedding Geraniums.
offers a large stock

ALFRED KRYER
ALFRED FRYER,

and

of

shire.

HOLDER

J AS.

President, the Right Hon. the Lord

Mayor

of London.

SEVENTH ANNUAL EXHIBITION will
place at the Crystal Palace on SEPTEMBER 20 and ir,
particulars

j

may be

^ McKENZIE,

Street.

(Lessees

H OLLYHOCKS. —
L.

1

j

CLEMATIS

SHOW,

and

This

and

SHOW of

now

plants

and

Director.

HORTICUL-

The

is

WINTER
Cyclamen

many years been

(for

notedj.

Primulas, Ericas, Epacris, Tree Carnations, &c.

ILLIAMS'

for

ORCHIDS

either for the

Cool-house, RIexican, or East India-house, either in
Specimens or small plants. The largest Collection of
Specimens suitable for Exhibition in the Trade.

LLIAMS'

CHEAP ORCHIDS.—

for

H. S. W. havine recently purchased several Collections
of Orchids in this country, in addition to the large
consignments he is constantly receiving from his
collectors abroad, is thus enabled to ofifer a large
assortment of these plants, at exceptionally low prices.
Price List upon application

for TREE and other
PALMS, FOLIAGE PLANTS, of all

ILLIAMS'

FERNS,
The

sizes.

largest stock in the country.

PARTICULARS
any

of

and PRICES
the above,
see
B. S. WILLIAMS'
CATALOGUES, post-free upon application.

WILLIAMS, NURSERYMAN

S.

Merchant;

and Seed

Victoria and Paradise Nurseries,

Upper

Orchids, &c.

NEW PLANT
THE
PANY'S SPECIAL LIST

known,

Price

Knap

each

ready,

many

6s.

HOOPER

Now

per dozen,

AND CO., Covent Garden. London. W.C.

lANT ASPARAGUS PLANTS,

PYRAMIDS.

Palms, Eucharls, and Foliage Plants.
large Plants of the above for

EXCHANGE

Cash, or in

for

any

others.

Parti-

AND SONS,

18.

WANTED,

W'

FORhVTH JOHNSON.

ANTED,

choice

E

W ROSES
NOISETTE

TEA

and

CLEMATISES,

best new
ready (D.V.) by end of May.

EWING

by

203,

Horticultural Director.

for

a

Best market prices

New

Upper

BUYER

Street,

Islington,

of all kinds

of HOTreturn of

&c.,

LORAL COMMISSION AGENCY.
— Gentlemen

and

others

having

a

surplus

quantity

CUT FLOWERS, are requested to communicate with

W. CALE,

Commission Agent,

Floral

Tavistock Row,

4,

Covent Garden, W.C.

AND RIDES
WISE
CONSIGNMENTS

are prepareii to receive

CUT FLOWERS, CHOICE

of
&c., in quantity.
Tavistock Court, Covent Garden,

FRUITS, CUCUMBERS,
3,

ANTED,

W.C.

large healthy Plants

of

SEA-

FORTHIA ELEGANS. KENTIAS, ARECA LUTESCENS, RHAPIS FLABELLI FORMIS, ASPIDISTRA
LURIDA VARIEGATA, DRAC/ENA TERMINALIS, and
LUCULIA GRATISSIMA.
W.

HOWARD,

sorts.

of

New

Price

List to

be

NEW

for 1881.

ROSES, TEA ROSES,

CLEMATIS,

&c..
Gratis and post-free on application to

CRANSTON'S NURSERY and SEED

CO.

(Limited),

and

CLEMATIS.—A

large

and very extensive Collection of the above, including the
finest varieties-,

W.

ready

ROWE

B.

NEW

June. Early orders solicited.
CO. (Limited), Baibourne Nurseries,

for delivery in

AND

FUCHSIAS.—

Miss Lizzie Vidler and
Trumpeter these lovely varieties are now ready, -iS. 6d.
and 5.1. each. Full particulars and testimonials free ou
;

35. 6-/.

Messrs.

Road, S.E.

is

if

pots.
pots.

in

application to

FLOWERS. Cash by
HOUSE
Where money
objected to ORCHIDS,
desired.
MAY BE HAD in EXCHANGE.
post

and old

To the Trade.-New Koses

LIST

the

Cut Flowers.

London, N., is a
and OUTDOOR

ROSES,

AND CO., Eaton, Norwich.

OT ROSES

State varieties and particulars to

WF. BOFF,

iSSi^

fbr

Lists free.

Worcester.

City Shop doing a large business.

•

to supply

CUT FLOWERS

A. M.. 70. Camberwell

— Show,

King's Acre, near Hereford.

ROSE BLOOMS
Those able

TEA ROSES.

and

TEA

(Lessees, Jones & Barber.)
NOTICE TO EXTENSIVE ROSE GROWERS.

during the Rose season.
1000 please communicate with

and

Specimens, from \os. td. to 315. fit/, each.
from 7^. td. to 10^. 61/ each.
SMITH and CO., Nurserymen, Worcester.

Fancy, and Bouquet DAHLIAS, very fine plants of the
best varieties, at £i per loo.
Well established, strong healthy plants, of the finest
ROSES. \is. perdozen. £,^ and ,1^5 per 100. Lists on application.
J, HOUSE, Easigate Nurseries. Peterborough.

Westbourne Grove, London, W.

Alexandra Palace, London, N.

200,000

GOLD

STANDARD,

to 4 feet,

3><C

RICHARD

the best

that money can procure, all certain to grow, 2S. td. per
This dtlicious vegetable does not lequire half the expense
usually incurred in planting it.
See Richard Smith & Co.'s
Seed List for i88t.
RICHARD SMITH and CO., Nurserymen, Worcester.

Y\7"ANTED,

thousands

Barbjume Nurseries,

the Best Time to Transplant Hollies.

is

AHLIAS
now

plants

Prices to Trade on

per ico.

40,1.

(Limited),

SILVER, perfect

the most beautiful kinds

100.

V

AND CO.

HOLLIES,

Woking, Surrey.

application.

»

ROWE

B.

Worcester.

Azaleas.
has to offer

LOBE ARTICHOKES.— Nice

G'

just published.

Apply

of the above, extra fine.

W.

AND CO., Odiharo, Hants.

Hill Nursery,

is

EEDLING HOLLIES.— Several

with

lorf.

furnished with buds.

all well

BULB COM-

and

(No. 51)

Lion Walk, Colchester.

the best time to plant.

RHODODENDRONS,
HARDY AZALEAS, a selection ot

3,

Rojal Botanic Gardens, Manchester.

for

Post-free on application.

thousands of healthy, well furnished, and well budded
of the best and most popular kinds.

of choice

TURAL SOCIETY of MANCHESTER.
GRAND NATIONAL HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITION of 1881 will open on FRIDAY, June at 2 o'CIock, P.M.
GREAT SHOW of AMERICAN PLANTS, by John
Waterer & Sons, of Bagshot, will open the same day.
Tr.e INTERNATIONAL HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITION will open on AUGUST 24.
THREE THOUSAND POUNDS IN PRIZES.
For Schedules apply to
BRUCE FINDLAY.
J->'

I

of

2.

GREAT ROSE SHOW, July 8 and 9.
J. FORSYTH JOHNSON, Horticultural

I

Strong

and price upon application.
Glazenwood Nursery. Braintree.

ANTHONY WATERER

from

PELARGONIUMS, June 10 and It.
STRAWBERRIES and CHERRY EXHIBITION, with
FLOWER MART. June 17 and 18.
ROSE FAIR and PRIZE for the BIGGEST GOOSEBERRY,

OOYAL BOTANICAL

which these Nurseries have

'

Hardy Rbododendrons and

returned.

EXHIBITION

POT ROSES, May 20 and 21.
EXHIBITION of FLORAL DECORATION

July

with buds.

Holloway, London, N.

List of varieties

WOODTHORPE,

J.

2r.

FLORAL DECORATION

SHOW

'

May

set

ILLIAMS' for all kinds of
FLOWERING PLANTS, including

to offer the

LONCHITIS,
POLYSTICHUM
Thorns.—

Secretary.

N.

and

plants,

Illustrated

free, or three for 2*. free.

London, E.G.

Jones and Barber.)

JACKMAN'S

April 30 to
of

j88i.

obtained on

ALEXANDRA PALACE,
MESSRS.

take

CAMELLIAS

for

largest assortment of Specimens and
suitable
for exhibition
and other
purposes in the Trade. The Collection of Azaleas and
Camellias is exceptionally fine this year, being well

F OR

varieties, 30J.

all

Crown Nursery, Reading.

POUNCE

ji.

The

Tower Chambers, Moorgate

and SON beg

of

AZALEAS. The

younj^

above, strong healthy Plant-, in small 60 pots, consisting of

Show. French, and Fancy kinds, in fifty or more
per 100, packing included. Cash with order.

JL

all

ILLIAMS'

of

Pelargoniums-Pelargoniums.

TNTERNATIONAL
POTATO
EXHIBITION.
Schedules of Prizes and

The

w

NEW PLANTS

for

descriptions, including those sent out by B. S. Williams

ticulars to

s8.

ENTRIES CLOSE May

application to

of

Newspaper.

and others worthy of cultivation.

to

Priced LISTS post-free.
Nurseries, Chatteris, Cambridge-

the best varieties.

post.

PALACE.—
~R Y S T A L
p
VJ GREAT SUMMER EXHIBITION PLANTS

FLOWERS, SATURDAY, May

plants, from 21s.
cash.

good specimen

ILLIAMS'

The Trade liberally treated, for
W. HOWARD, Southgate. N.

;^io tcs. each.

PLANTS, FLOWERS,

of
FRUir,
25 and July 6, 2 to 7
o'clock.
Tickets, to be obtained at the Gardens only Ly vouchers from
Fellows of the Society, price ss., or on the day of Exhibition,

by

Salisbury.

the finest and largest

slock in Europe, strong hardy plants which have been
wintered in cold frames, from 15s. to jC^S 15J.

N,W.

Gardens. Regent's Park,

each
Schedules of Prizes, and

AND CO..

APAGERIA ALBA,

MORLEY

and

Not lo
95J. per

w
w
w
w
w

Rare Holly Fern.

F>OYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY,
South Kensington,
W.
NOTICE — COMMITTEES' MEETINGS, Fruit and

OYAL

VERBENAS.—

AND CO.'S

Thoroughly hardened, fit for immediate planting.
be surpassed lor healih and vigour. Price lOi-. per loo,

661

Primula scolica

Admission

Seedsmen and Nurserymen,

Worcester.

ready.

'^bies

GRASS
S E E D S^
LAWNS. BOWLING GREENS.

specially prepared for

CRICKET GROUNDS,

665
668

.

Make Them.-See

to

Price IS.
post-free, tj. 411'.
(Messrs. Carter were the
winners of the_ only Gold Medal for Lawns, Paris, r878.)

aconilifolius

flore-pleno

Post-oflicc as a

CARTERS' PRACTICAL GARDENER.

.

.

vittatum

Cypripediuin
breve

.,

.

659
66 g
66?

Cypripediums

,,

tOj
672
669
670

,

How

antl

Price 5d.
Post Fhee, 5i(i'.

Registered at the General

1881.

21,

Southgate, N.

JONES andNORTH, Hope Nursery, Lewisham, Kent.
Verbenas— Verbena s.
offers White, Scarlet,

JOHN SOLOMON

Purple, Pink. Crimson. Rose, and other varieties ot good
strong Spring-struck Cuttings, well rooted, at 6s. per 100. 501.
per 1000, package included, for cash with order.

Queen's Road Nursery, Markhou^e Common, Wahhamstow.

ACQUISITIONS.Marvellous'
SU.MMER-FLOWERING CHRYSANTHEMUMS.

— In flower
in

from end of June till frost stops them. Should be
every Garden, Twelve vaiieties, correctly named, 3J. 6d.
Nurseryman. Tootinp, London.
J. T. RICHES,

6000 Grape Vines.

LIVERPOOL HORTICULTURAL
THE
The
Cowan),
COMPANY

Limited,
Vineyard
(John
and Nurseries, Garston, near Liverpool, have a splendid stock
this
year,
suitable for present
eyes
grown
from
VINES
of
CATALOGUED free. Trade supplied.
planting.

ENFIELD MARKET,
Cabbage Plants.— Thirty Thousand

JOHN LINDALL,

4s. per 1000.
Gardener, Heckington, Lincolnshire.
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Elseagnus angustifolia, Zizyphus sp.,
a handsome tree above 30 feet high
and a
species of Sophora, the flowers of which are
used for dyeing. Among shrubs Rosa centifolia,
and rarely a species of Berberis.
Still more
rare, and only in consecrated places, is a specimen of Biota orientalis or of Juniperus
kokanica.
natifida,

;

The

We

but the prettiest floral ornament is
;
afforded by the species of Rosa mentioned above,
associated with R. spinosissima and others.
Yet
higher must we ascend before reaching the forest in
its highest development.
In the valleys grow Birch

and Mountain Ash, on the heights

now

and enter

the steppe.

Almost everywhere the oases, at least those of
any extent, lie in a clayey steppe. This presents
a dreary aspect, the eye ranging for miles over a
naked, grey solitude. A few bulbous plants enliven the broad expanses in spring
but neither
tree nor shrub is to be seen, except here and there
small patches of the beautiful Capparis spinosa.
This withstands the drought and burning sun
during the whole year. Along with it, but rarer,
is the charming Rosa simplicifolia, rising only
2 to 4 inches above the ground.
We may ride
miles, even for days, through the desert, rarely
crossing a small oasis, beyond which the solitude is equally appalling.
At length we encounter the stunted Tamarix, the foretoken of
sand.
reach the sandy steppe and with it
a different woody flora.
;

the natives have not stripped

and
desert of moving
it,

thereby transformed it into'a
sand, there is a vigorous vegetation in the
sandy steppes, often forming a dense thicket of
shrubs difficult to get through.
Tamarix
tetrandra is the prevailing species, appearing in
large masses, interspersed and intermixed with
Hahmodendron argenteum, Haloxylon amraodendron, Elsagnus angustifolia, Calligonum
polygonoides, C. Medusa:, Atraphaxis spinosa,
Lycium ruthenicum; Apocynum sibiricum, Eurotia ceratoides, and Alhagi camelorum
the last
occasionally extending into the clayey steppe.
Everything is shrubby, even the Haloxylon,
with its Equisetum-like foliage
and Eteagnus
angustifolia were not seen higher than 9 to 12
feet, nor thicker tlian a foot in the stem. A tree
not hitherto mentioned, but which may prove
of great importance in the future cultivation of
the steppes, is Populus euphratica.
It is true
that there is little of it to be found now, because
of all the fuel furnished by the steppe this is
This Poplar is sought out by the
the best.
natives to extermination what is spared by the

—

;

falls into

the

hands of the Kirghis, who

prepare their spoons and drinking utensils thereOnly in quite concealed places were
from.
actual trees seen, from 30 to 40 feet high,
with trunks from 15 to 16 inches in diameter.
The foregoing plants practically exhaust the
w coded vegetation of the steppes.

The Mountains.
Intervening between the sandy steppes and the
mountains is another wide stretch of clayey steppe,
and the vegetation of the lower hills is similar to that
of the latter.
Oases are more frequent, however, in
consequence of the increase in water, and the Kirghis
sometimes venture down and obtain a small harvest
in favourable years without irrigation.
But natural
vfgetation is first met with at an elevation of
3000 to 4000 feet above the level of the sea.
The first shrubsare commonly Hippophae rhamnoides,
Berberis vulgaris, and some other species, probably
B. cretica and B. aristata ; then stunted Celtis, Rosa
alba and R. rubiginosa, and Acer Semenowii, followed by the first Coniferre, Juniperus kokanica,
In
J. Sabina, and the handsome J. Pseudo-Sabina.
the Alai Mountains trees of the last were seen about
25 feet high, with trunks from 12 to 15 inches in
diameter.
This, however, must not be regarded as
its maximum size, for the Kirghis lay the axe to every
accessible tree.
Ascending higher. Biota orientalis
is associated with the foregoing.
At an altitude of
5000 to 6000 feet the followingshrubs appear: Spircea
crenata,
S,
hypericifolia,
Pistacia vera (rarely),
Cotoneaster integerrima, Lonicera tatarica, Colutea
orientalis, and Caragana Gerardiana, here and there
amongst which luxuriate some species of Clematis and

—

Rubus cassias.
The vegetation now becomes more arboreous

in
character.
Junipers form small, dense thickets on
the steep hill-sides, and in the valleys, bordering the
mountain torrents, are P'raxinus sogdiana, CratDsgus
pinnatifida,
C.
orientalis,
and Acer Semenowii.

Ephedra vulgaris adorns the cliffs with its yellow
and among larger shrubs are Prunus cerasifera

fruits,

now

solitary,

—

—

1748)

it

nigrum altaicum, the only Ribes known in Turkestan
Caragana pygmsa, C. jubata, and Potentilla fruti-

;

ccsa.
Two species of Euonymus deserve special
attention.
One has broad leaves, and is possibly E.
Maackii ; and the other has small leaves persistent

two years through the severest winters. It is only
from i\ to 3 feet high, with pendulous branches
laden in autumn with showy

most beautiful

fruit,

and affording

a

sight.

In conclusion, it may be added that the mountains
of Turkestan, especially the trackless ones, are clothed
with rich woods at an elevation of 8000 to 10,000
feet, whilst above this trees and shrubs gradually
dwindle in size until they disappear altogether, and
at 14,000 feet commences the zone of eternal snow.

New

Garden Plants.

Maxillaria fractiflexa. Rchb. f*
This curious Lehmannine discovery has just flowered
York with Messrs. J. Backhouse & Sons, who
kindly forwarded me a good flower.
Both sepals and
petals are extended into very long tails, exceeding 6
inches in length, curved and twisted in a curious
manner, having the tails and basilar parts purple, the
at

The

lip is trifid.
The middle lacinia has
both on the convex disk and on the
borders, so that it looks as if it was paved.
The lip
and disk are white, the middlelacinia and anterior parts
of side lacinise red.
It is not quite of the same colour
as my friend F. C. Lehmann describes it, but it has too
much the same shape not to be identical.
It is

disk white.

many

rugosities,

quite a peculiar plant in

curious tail-like sepals
and petals, just comparable to nothing, though it
stands near Maxillaria grandiflora, and venusta and
albata. H. G. Rchb. f.
its

Phal.«nopsis TETRASPIS,
This rare plant

is

now

Rcllb. f.

in flower, so far as I

know

for the first time in
fine flower at hand

Europe, at Mr. J. Day's, as a
shows.
It has
the general
shape of the flower of Phalcenopsis sumatrana, is
quite white, shining, waxy, excepting a blotch on the
middle of each of the side lacinias of the lip. The
convex ligulate lanceolate central lacinia bears a large
felt-like

cushion.

The

upright retuse side lacinia,

with a retrorse bristle, have a rather transverse position.
It was obtained from Mr. W. Bull by Mr.
J.
Day. H. 'G. Rchb. f.

AcRIOrSIS INDICA, R, Wight.

The genus

may not be known to many
was founded by the late Dr. Reinwardt,
and published the same year by Dr. Blume under the
same name.
Masses of short shining bulbs form
great clusters, consisting of few joints, sometimes they
are oviform, sometimes elongated.
The leaves are
generally linear lanceolate.
The inflorescences form
loose panicles. Flowers small, disepalous, dipetalous,
with a lip adnate to the curious column.
This organ
has a great hood like an old-fashioned Paris lady's
bonnet of 1843, forming a cavern for the small antlier
resting on the prolonged rostellum.
There are two
lateral arms on the sides of the column, as in Zygostates.
pollinia
The
are depressed pj-riform, on a slender
caudicule, which bears a well-developed glandule.
The genus has very seldom appeared in Europe.
Acriopsis javanica, Reinw. (picta, Lindl.), was introduced by Messrs. Papelen and Van Houtte, whence
Dr. Lindley and I got specimens. Afterwards it was
for some years in Consul Schiller's rich collection near
Hamburgh, under M. Stange's able management.
orchidists.

Acriopsis

It

And now

a kind-hearted anonymous correspondent
sends from London a mass of bulbs, and an inflorescence of the very little known Acriopsis indica
of Dr. Wight.
It is a delicate thing.
The starlike
flowers are of the lightest ochre colour, with a few

brown markings on the petals. The lip is like
a spoon, but undulate at its margins
the column is
washed with some light brown. Though the flowers
are small they give a very elegant ensemble, at least
light

taste.

is

;

n

W

this plant.

is

Cypripedium viTTATUM,

Velloio ;

var.

breve

n. var.

For a long time we had only the rude representaFlora Fluminemis ix., tab. 62. What
appeared to be the same plant was finally introduced
by Mr. Barrington, of Pant-y-Goitre, who sent me
flowers dried in Brazil, which he had obtained with
the plant.
Mr. H. Low, my eldest orchidic corre^

tion in the

,

spondent in England, also gave me Brazilian flowers,
but I am not aware of his having introduced it. Then
came Director J. Linden, who succeeded, after a first
failure, in making a second fine importation.
I see
from my memoranda that the plant flowered in the
finest condition in February, 1876, at Mr. Linden's.
good representation appeared in the Illustration
Horticole, April, 1S76, planche ccxxxviii. I think this
was the first flowering of the plant in Europe.
The plant has fine yellow margins to the leaves,
and the mauve-brown tints of the flower are very
neatly contrasted from the green and olive it has.
There is more colour in the flowers than in the longifolium, Hincksianum, Hartwegii, &c.
Mr. Sander has lately sent me some materialSj

A

which are rather curious.
They would be quitf
identical were it not for the connate sepals, whicL
nowhere exceed in size the lip, as they distinctly do
on all sides in the genuine plant, as well in Vellozo's
and Mr. Linden's figures, as in all my herbarium
specimens and all my sketches.
It is impossible to
decide whether this is accidental or constant.
Qui
vivra verra.

H.

G. Rchb. f.

Aerides Leeanum, Rchb.

f.

am

desired by various correspondents to express
opinion on this plant. It is not much I have
to say, and what I say has no great value ; yet I hope
to give every orchidist the full opportunity of knowing
\yhat reasons guided me in this very difficult question.
The plant belongs to the group of Aerides
Burbidgei, Huttoni, andThibautianum, all which stand
very near one another.
It is exceedingly fine in its
drooping rich dense racemes of amethyst-coloured
flowers, exhaling a lovely perfume.
I had,
bythe-bye, not well dried
single
flowers, then a
very fine sketch prepared by Mr. Boxall (this time
with good colours), and some dead inflorescences
with fruits all these things were sent at various times
by my oldest English correspondent, Mr. Stuart
Low, who could not give me better than he had.
Once there came a glorious fresh inflorescence sent
by Mr. Lee, from Leatherhead, who told me he
had obtained the plant from Mr. W. Bull. These fine
fresh flowers struck me by their novel peculiarity)
in having the side lacinias of the lip not upright, as they
were in the fresh flowers of all the just mentioned
species which I have carefully observed, but bent, and
thus covering one over the other, both covering at the:
same time the middle lacinia and the mouth of the
spur. Some other peculiarities would not have mucii
influenced me.
Thus a separation appeared indi-j
cated, and I dedicated the plant to Mr. Lee. Had I,,
however, had only to do with this gentleman I would;
have told him we might wait for the publication for
the following season to see whether it was Aerides
I

\

my

—

1

Leeanum or A. Thibautianum Leeanum. Whether if
prove a distinct species, as is more probable, or a:
distinct variety of Aerides Thibautianum, no amateur
will repent of having invested his money in it.
It is
at all events a fine thing.
I

am

very sorry to state that I learn there

is

no

more old Aerides Thibautianum alive in Europe.
Nothing appears left of it but very fine herbarium,,
specimens and my careful sketch. M. Liiddemann,
since 1S54 my constant, indefatigable, intelligent corre-'
spondent, kindly informs me that both plants whichj
were alive at Paris are now dead.
By-and-bye we^
will come to the point. H. G. Rchb.f.

HEDERA HELIX MADEIRENSIS;
VARIEGATED.

;

• Maxillaria. fracti/lcxa. Rclib. f, ; Otia bot. Hamb.,p 8.—
Vaginis juvenis caulis (pseudobulbi) triacgulis acutis distichis
(ad o. 48 m. longis, o 55 m. lalis) foliis petiolatis oblongo ligulatis
acutis (ad 0.48 m. longis. 0.055 m. latis) : pedunculis gracilibus
elatis, vaginis acutis acuminatis (0.036 m. altis); bractea ligulata
acuta, ovario pedicellalo sublongiori, mento obtusangulo subacuto ; sepalis triangulo linearibus acuminatis (siccis o,
longis),
lateralibus fractiflexis ; tepalis subsqiialibus brevioribus tectis
;
label!o oblongo apice trifido, laciniis lateralibus obtusangulis,
lacinia mediana triangula obtusa, callo lineari-Iigulato [antice
abrupto obtuse a basi in discum ultra medium, basi sulcato
columna crassa elevata. H. G. Rclib.f,

1881,

H.G.Rchb.f.

also more luxuriant, and includes the additional
species
Lonicera ccerulea, L. chrysantha, Ribes

;

Sarts

Firs,

Abies

obovata is one of
the Firs
but not the commonest
which may,
perhaps, be A. Smithiana.
The shrubby element is

We

Where

dense masses.

in

my

21,

The representation of Dr. Wight (Ic. v..
not satisfactory, but I have ascertained that
The plant was gathered by Dr
Griffith and by Rev. C. T. P. Parish.
There is no doubt that Dr. Wallich's Spathoglottis
trivalvis belongs to this genus, as I stated as soon
as I saw the type in Dr.
Lindley's collection
to

—

Steppes.

leave the oasis

and P. Mahaleb

[May

No
this

hardy variegated plant than the subject of
note, and of the illustration (fig. iiS), was last
finer

year

exhibited before the Floral Committee on
July 13.
It was exhibited by Messrs. Osborn & Son,
of Fulham, and Messrs. James Cutbush & Sons, of
Highgate, and obtained a First-class Certificate. It
is a very handsome, large-leaved, silvery variegated
plant, perfectly hardy in constitution, and very free
growing, and has, moreover, the quality often wanting in variegated Ivies, of retaining its variegation

throughout the season.

