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Paphiopedilum densissimum , a new species of

Orchidaceae from Yunnan, China
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Paphiopedilum densissimum Z. J. Liu et $. C. Chen, sp. nov. Fig. 1

Species nova Paphiopedilo villoso (Lindl.) Stein similis, a quo bene differt pedunculo pilis
densissimis albis 2 ~ 3(5) mm longis obtecto, sepalo intermedio 2.4 ~2.9 cm lato dorso albo-pu-
bescenti.

Rhizoma breve. Folia 2 ~ 4, disticha, anguste oblonga, 13 ~ 26 em longa, 2.2~3.0 cm la-
ta, apice subacuta et inaequaliter bilobulata, supra obscure atroviridi- et viridulo-tessellata, infra
viridia et prope basin purpureo-rubro-punctata, basi in petiolum conduplicatum contracta. Scapus
suberectus, cum inflorescentia uniflora 14 ~ 23 em longus, pedunculo viridi pilis densissimis albis 2
~3( ~5) mm longis obtecto; bractea elliptica, fere conduplicata, 4.3 ~4.6 cm longa, ca. 2 cm
lata, glabra praeter basin paginae dorsalis albo-pubescentem; pedicellus cum ovario 5 ~ 5.5 em lon-
gus, densissime et longe albo-pilosus; flos 7~ 8 cm in diam. ; sepalum intermedium subrhombico-
ellipticum, 4.2 ~ 5.2 cm longum, medio 2.4 ~ 2.9 cm latum, viridulum et e centro ad basin irreg-
ulariter brunneo-rubro-vittatum, dorso dense albo-pubescens secus costam et prope apicem et basin,
ciliatum, vix vel leviter recurvum ad basin; synsepalum ellipticum, 4.2 ~5.0 cm longum, 1.7 ~
2.4 em latum, viridulum, dorso albo-pubescens prope apicem, ciliatum; petala spathulata, 5.2 ~
5.6 cm longa, supemne 2.2 ~ 2.6 cm lata, apice emarginata vel subacuta, pterumque plus minusve
ciliata, in latere superiore costae brunneolo-rubella, in ejus latere inferiore viridula et obscure brun-
neolo-rubello-nervia; labellum galeiformi-saccatum, cum basi stipitata 4.1 ~ 4.4 cm longum, e
brunneo-rubello viridulum, sacco subobovato ca. 3 em longo medio 1.6 ~ 1.8 cm lato; staminodium
quadrato-ellipticum, 1.1 ~ 1.4 cm longum, 1.0 ~1.1 em latum, apice subtruncatum et emar-

ginatum vel mucronatum, basi breviter auriculatum, supra verruculosum et prope basin puberulum,
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Fig. 1 Paphiopedilum densissimum Z. J. Liuet 8. C. Chen 1. Flowering plant; 2. Bract and ovary; 3. Dorsal sepal, front
view; 4. Dorsal sepal, back view; 5. Synsepal, back view; 6. Petal back view; 7. Lip, side view; 8. Stamincde;
9. Ovary, iransverse section.
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flavidum, callo umbilicato viridi vel flavo praeditum.

China. Yunnan { 85 ): Yingjiang region (2 /L #[X ), without precise locality (TC e i
&), 2001-10-28, Z. J. Liu (X ff{@) 21128 (holotype, here designated, PE; isotype, in Her-
barium, Shenzhen City Wutengshan Nurseries” ).
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Paphiopedilum densissimum Z. J. Liuv et 5. C. Chen is described as a new species based on
the plants introduced from a nursery in southwestern Yunnan of China. It was said that the plants
were collected from Yingjiang region bordering Myanmar. Altogether five plants are now cultivated in
our nursery in Shenzhen, and all of them flowered from the middle of September to November. The
new species is characterized by its peduncle and ovary covered with very dense, white hairs up to
2~3(~5) mmlong. lis flower is similar to that of Paphiopedilum wvillosum (Lindl.) Stein, but

differs by possessing a much narrower dorsal sepal covered with white hairs on the back.
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